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This is Love;  
He Did This Just for You

He Chose the Nails
by Max Lucado

Oh, the things we do to give gifts to 
those we love.
 But we don’t mind, do we? We 
would do it all again. Fact is, we do 
it all again. Every Christmas, every 
birthday, every so often we find 
ourselves in foreign territory. Grown-
ups are in toy stores. Dads are in 
teen stores. Wives are in the hunting 
department, and husbands are in the 
purse department.
 Not only do we enter unusual 
places, we do unusual things. We as-
semble bicycles at midnight. We hide 
the new tires with mag wheels under 
the stairs. One fellow I heard about 
rented a movie theater so he and his 
wife could see their wedding pictures 
on their anniversary.

And we’d do it all again. Having 
pressed the grapes of  service, we 
drink life’s sweetest wine — the wine 
of  giving. We are at our best when 
we are giving. In fact, we are most 
like God when we are giving.

Have you ever wondered why God 
gives so much? We could exist on far 
less. He could have left the world flat 
and gray; we wouldn’t have known 
the difference. But He didn’t.
 He splashed orange in the sun-
rise and cast the sky in blue. And if  
you love to see geese as they gather, 
chances are you’ll see that too.
 Did He have to make the squir-
rel’s tail furry? Was He obliged to 
make the birds sing? And the funny 
way that chickens scurry or the maj-
esty of  thunder when it rings?
 Why give a flower fragrance? 
Why give food its taste? Could it be 
He loves to see that look upon your 
face?
 If  we give gifts to show our love, 
how much more would He? If  we 
— speckled with foibles and greed 
— love to give gifts, how much more 
does God, pure and perfect God, 
enjoy giving gifts to us? Jesus asked,
If  you hardhearted, sinful men know how 
to give good gifts to your children, won’t 
your Father in heaven even more certainly 
give good gifts to those who ask him for 
them?  Matthew 7:11 TLB
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LEPC Mission Statement: 
We at Leicester Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church, confess Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior. We prayerfully seek to do His 
will through the power of  the Holy Spirit 
in our worship, discipleship, ministry, mis-
sion, fellowship and continually strive to 
make this church one that glorifies God and 
is pleasing to Him.

Every desirable and beneficial 
gift comes out of Heaven. The 
gifts are rivers of light cascading 
down from the Father of Light.          
                       James 1:17 MSG

Continued on page 3
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 Pastor David Missel 
 585-658-1197 Residence
 djmguided1947@gmail.com
 585-382-3311 Church  

It is our desire to assist anyone who is  
seeking help, if  possible, whether it be  
spiritual or otherwise. Please contact  
Pastor David or any Session Elder if   
you would like us to be of  help.

When Pastor David 
is unavailable:

Pastor David is presently scheduling 
Fridays as his day off  so matters of  less 
urgency could be left on the church office 
answering device, or call one of  the Ruling 
Elders:
  Leo Richardson  585-382-3153
  Carol Griffen 585-382-3681
  Shirley Matthews 585-382-3171
  Cathy Mlyniec 585-322-6669

Other Contacts
LEPC website:
 www.seekinggodtogether.com

LEPC Email Address:
 grichardson001@rochester.rr.com   
LEPC Food Pantry: 
 (by appointment only) 
 585-245-3448 
Sunshine Person: 
 Cathy Mlyniec
 cmlyniec@gmail.com

For when he died, 
so did your sin. 

And when he rose, 
so did your hope.

By Max Lucado
Would you wear a tiny electric chair 
around your neck? Suspend a gold-
plated hangman’s noose on the wall? 
Would you print a picture of  a firing 
squad on a business card? Yet we do 
so with the cross. Many even make 
the sign of  the cross as they pray. 
Would we make the sign of, say, a 
guillotine? Instead of  the triangular 
touch on the forehead and shoul-
ders, how about a karate chop on 
the palm? Doesn’t quite have the 
same feel, does it?
 Why is the cross the symbol of  
our faith? To find the answer look no 
farther than the cross itself. Its de-
sign couldn’t be simpler. One beam 
horizontal—the other vertical. One 
reaches out—like God’s love. The 
other reaches up—as does God’s 
holiness. One represents the width 
of  his love; the other reflects the 
height of  his holiness. The cross is 
the intersection. The cross is where 
God forgave his children without 
lowering his standards.
 How could he do this? In a 
sentence: God put our sin on his Son 
and punished it there.

“God put on him the wrong 
who never did anything 
wrong, so we could be put 
right with God”. 
    2 Cor. 5:21 MSG

 Or as rendered elsewhere: 

“Christ never sinned! But God 
treated him as a sinner, so 
that Christ could make us 
acceptable to God”.    CEV

“Hosanna In 
the Highest!” 

Matthew 21:9

 Envision the moment. God on 
his throne. You on the earth. And 
between you and God, suspended 
between you and heaven, is Christ 
on his cross. Your sins have been 
placed on Jesus. God, who punishes 
sin, releases his rightful wrath on 
your mistakes. Jesus receives the 
blow. Since Christ is between you 
and God, you don’t. The sin is pun-
ished, but you are safe—safe in the 
shadow of  the cross.
 This is what God did, but why, 
why would he do it? Moral duty? 
Heavenly obligation? Paternal 
requirement? No. God is required to 
do nothing.
 Besides, consider what he did. 
He gave his Son. His only Son. 
Would you do that? Would you offer 
the life of  your child for someone 
else? I wouldn’t. There are those for 
whom I would give my life. But ask 
me to make a list of  those for whom 
I would kill my daughter? The sheet 
will be blank. I don’t need a pencil. 
The list has no names.
 But God’s list contains the name 
of  every person who ever lived. For 
this is the scope of  his love. And this 
is the reason for the cross. He loves 
the world.

“For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son”.  
   John 3:16 NLT                                                  
             Submitted by Carole Missel
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Continued from page 1
God’s gifts shed light on God’s heart, 
God’s good and generous heart. 
Jesus’ brother James tells us:
Every desirable and beneficial gift comes 
out of  Heaven. The gifts are rivers of  light 
cascading down from the Father of  Light. 
James 1:17 MSG
 Every gift reveals God’s love… 
but no gift reveals His love more 
than the gifts of  the Cross. They 
came, not wrapped in paper, but in 
passion. Not placed around a tree, 
but a Cross. And not covered with 
ribbons, but sprinkled with blood.
 
Every gift reveals God’s 
love… but no gift reveals  
His love more than the gifts 
of  the Cross.

 The gifts of  the Cross.
 Much has been said about the 
gift of  the Cross itself, but what of  
the other gifts? What of  the nails, 
the crown of  thorns? The garments 
taken by the soldiers? The garments 
given for the burial? Have you taken 
time to open these gifts?
 He didn’t have to give them, 
you know. The only act, the only 
required act for our salvation was 
the shedding of  blood, yet He did 
much more. So much more. Search 
the scene of  the cross, and what do 
you find?

 A wine-soaked sponge. A sign. 
Two crosses beside Christ. Divine 
gifts intended to stir that moment, 
that split second when your face will 
brighten, your eyes will widen, and 
God will hear you whisper,  
 “You did this for me?”

 The diadem of  pain
 which sliced your gentle face,
 three spikes piercing flesh and  
  wood
 to hold you in your place.
 The need for blood I  
  understand.
 Your sacrifice I embrace.
 But the bitter sponge,  
  the cutting spear,
 the spit upon your face?
 Did it have to be a Cross?
 Did not a kinder death exist
 than six hours hanging between  
  life and death,
 all spurred by a betrayer’s kiss?
 “Oh, Father,” you pose,
 heart-stilled at what could be,
 “I’m sorry to ask, but I long to  
  know,
 did You do this for me?”

 Dare we pray such a prayer? 
Dare we think such thoughts? Could 
it be that the hill of  the Cross is 
rich with God’s gifts? Let’s examine 
them, shall we? Let’s unwrap these 
gifts of  grace as if  — or perhaps, 
indeed — for the first time. And as 
you touch them — as you feel the 
timber of  the Cross and trace the 
braid of  the crown and finger the 
point of  the spike — pause and 
listen. Perchance you will hear Him 
whisper:
 “I did it just for you.”

Excerpted with permission from He 
Chose the Nails by Max Lucado, copy-
right Max Lucado. Oh, the things we do 
to give gifts to those we love.

Easter at Leicester EPC -  
April 9, 2023

Sunrise Service will be at 6:30 
a.m., at the foot of  the Cross,  
followed by light refreshments in  
Fellowship Hall. 

There will not be a luncheon after 
church on Easter Sunday, and Com-
munion will only be celebrated on 
the first Sunday of  the month as 
usual. 

Times of  Prayer and Share and the 
Berean Class will be suspended for 
Easter Sunday morning.

Regular Worship is at 10:30. 
Everyone is welcome  

to both services!

He is not here; 
he has risen, 
just as he said.
                  Matthew 28:6

Submitted by Carole Missel

Painting by Leo Richardson
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Rising from the Ashes
February was a tough month as 
EduNations students and staff  in  
Sierra Leone experienced two disas-
ters within two weeks of  each other. 
 They reached out to you, their 
faithful community of  supporters, to 
help them recover their losses and 
raised $50,833 needed to rebuild 
and restore their properties. And 
once again, you completely over-
whelmed them with your love and 
support, exceeding their goal in just 
5 days! With all the donations that 
have poured in over the last several 
weeks, they have been able to raise 
$77,511.87!
 Rebuilding efforts will begin 
promptly and in the meantime, the 
displaced students and teacher are 
currently being housed in other 
dormitories. They have also received 
replacements for some of  their per-
sonal belongings. 
      We thank you for your prayers 
and support in this important work 
in Sierra Leone!

Margret Conteh 
LEPC continues to sponsor Margret 
through EduNations Child Sponsor-
ship. She is 15 years old and attends 
Mayatta Hope Academy. Please 
continue to hold her in your prayers.

Steven Spielberg, the acclaimed film 
producer, was once asked in a televi-
sion interview if  he could explain 
the tremendous success of  his films. 
He said it was because nearly all 
his movies deal with the underlying 
theme of  homesickness. They tap 
into the longings everyone has for a 
place where he or she feels safe and 
loved. Like E.T., we’re pining for 
home.
 Spielberg’s observation reveals 
something of  our spiritual homesick-
ness as well. No matter how secular 
or hostile to Christianity, our culture 
doesn’t have the power to erase the 
creational longings God has placed 
in all humans for meaning, love, 
purpose, identity, connection, and 
belonging.
 “But,” you may say, “people 
aren’t open to having spiritual con-
versations.” Yet recent studies show 
a majority of  Americans are willing 
to have conversations about Jesus, 
including a Barna study in partner-
ship with Alpha USA that reveals 
openness of nonbelievers as 
long as Christians listen and are 
respectful, seek to understand 
their story, and talk like a real 
person.
 Here’s the puzzle: Why do many 
Christians sincerely believe the gos-
pel of  Jesus Christ is the most won-
derful, liberating news God has ever 
given our weary planet, yet struggle 
to talk with others about it? There 
are several answers, but l believe a 
deeper problem is often overlooked: 
we’re too focused on ourselves 
in evangelism. The solution is 
to rely on the Spirit’s strength 
at work in our weakness.

God-Confidence,  
Not Self-Confidence

My husband and I have travelled the 
world equipping churches, seminar-
ies, and student ministries to be ef-
fective witnesses. In our conferences, 
I ask people to share their biggest 
obstacles in evangelism, which we 
then project on a screen. The com-
ments rarely vary.
“What if  I offend or am rejected?”

“What if  they ask a question I can’t 
answer?”

“I can’t witness because I’m not an 
extrovert or gifted as an evangelist.”

“I feel paralyzed by my weakness 
and inadequacy.”

“I’m not good at debate or apologet-
ics. I’d witness more if  I had answers 
to their questions.”
 “Looking at the screen,” I ask, 
“do you see any connections in the 
obstacles you cite?” They notice it 
immediately. Their focus is entirely 
on themselves. Evangelism is intimi-
dating because they fear it’s all about 
them, their gifts, and their skills.
 Next, I ask, “Is there anything 
you see that’s missing?” They always 
do: “We never even mentioned God 
or his role in evangelism!” We place 
far too much importance on our 
skills and gifts (or lack thereof) and 
not enough on God.
  It’s heartening to know biblical 
heroes of  the faith had similar fears. 
When Jesus tested the faith of  his 
disciples by asking them how to feed 
the hungry crowd of  5,000, surely 
one of  them would’ve said, “Lord, I 
watched you turn water into wine. I 
saw you heal a man who’d been un-
able to walk for 38 years. I know we 
don’t possess the miraculous power 
in ourselves—but you do!”
 Instead, Philip responded in-
credulously, if  not a bit sarcastically, 

Inadequacy Is Compulsory 
in Evangelism
By Becky Pippert
February 21, 2023

The Gospel Coalition

Continued on page 5 

EduNations 
Child  

Sponsorship
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Continued from page 4
how can Jesus be so confident any 
of  us will be an effective witness? 
Because he’s promised to always be 
with us and to help us. Jesus has 
given us everything we need for 
effective witness through the 
power of  the Holy Spirit. Our 
task is simply to depend on the 
Spirit, display Christ’s love, and 
declare God’s truth—then leave 
the results to him.

Just as We Are
Here’s the great truth: The world 
desperately needs Jesus—and so do 
we! Our human weakness is no hin-
drance to God. He’s delighted to use 
us just as we are—with the questions 
we can’t answer, with our fears and 
failures.
 How can Jesus be so confident 
any of  us will be an effective wit-
ness? Because he’s promised to 
always be with us and to help us.
  The issue is our focus. A 
God-focus stirs our courageous ac-
tion, whereas a self-focus stymies it. 
Remember, Jesus promises we’re not 
alone: 

“I am with you always, to the end of  the 
age” Matt. 28:20. 

It’s Christ’s presence in our lives that 
strengthens our witness.
 Can God use us to communicate 
the gospel effectively? I emphatically 
say “Yes!” Because even though our 
context and culture has changed, the 
power of  the gospel hasn’t. We can 
speak the gospel with confidence, 
knowing Christ is the answer to 
people’s greatest needs and desires—
including their profound longing for 
home.

Becky Pippert is the author of multiple 
books and is founder of Becky Pippert 
Ministries and author and presenter of 
Empowered: Equipping Everyone For 
Relational Evangelism (The Good Book 
Company, 2016).

that it would take more than half  a 
year’s wages to buy enough bread 
for everybody just to have one bite 
(John 6:7). The disciples calculated 
the situation the same way many 
Christians do today. We see the 
challenge before us (in evangelism) 
without considering Jesus is with us. 
Instead, we focus on our inadequa-
cies, which reveals our unbelief.

Relying on God’s Strength
If  the deeper problems in our lack 
of  evangelism are unbelief  and 
self-focus, the solution starts with 
repentance. Ask God to forgive your 
unbelief  and strengthen your faith: 

“I believe; help my unbelief ” Mark 9:24. 

 Remember what the risen Lord 
said to the apostle Paul after he 
begged him three times to take away 
his weakness: 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness” 
2 Cor. 12:9.

 Christ answered not with a cure 
but with a promise that set Paul free. 
The apostle could now rejoice in his 
inadequacy: 

“I will boast all the more gladly of  my 
weaknesses, so that the power of  Christ 
may rest upon me. . . . For when I am 
weak, then I am strong” 2 Cor. 12:9–10. 

He learned not only to accept his 
suffering and limitations but to  
celebrate his weakness that showed 

“the surpassing power belongs to God and 
not us” 2 Cor. 4:7. 
That’s why he could say with confi-
dence, 

“I can do all things through [Christ] who 
strengthens me” Phil. 4:13.

 The final act of  Christ before as-
cending to heaven was to command 
all Christians to be his witnesses 
(Matt. 28:18–20; Acts 1:8). But 

Church Rummage Sale!
Our annual Church Rummage Sale 
will take place April 21 and 22. 
This means we will be setting up for 
the week prior, starting Saturday, 
April 15. Please mark your calen-
dars. It is not all hard work, we have 
some social time and fun, too. We 
appreciate all the help we can get.

Monthly Celebrations
April Birthdays
30    Laurie Maggio

Anniversaries: (none listed)

Prayer Ministry
For this reason, since the day we 
heard about you, we have not 
stopped praying for you. We con-
tinually ask God to fill you with the 
knowledge of his will through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the 
Spirit gives...      Colossians 1:9 niv

Try to set aside a certain time every 
day to pray for our church family 
and any special needs you know of.

Liturgists Signup
For those who read scripture during 
Sunday worship, please remember 
to sign the “Volunteer” list in Fel-
lowship Hall so Pastor knows who is 
next in line to read. Thank you.
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Continued on page 7

Hear the Applause of  God
Cast Your Cares

by Abide Christian Meditation

Reflect on God’s Word
Ludwig van Beethoven stood facing 
the orchestra as the last notes of  his 
Symphony no. 9 faded away. After 
it was over, he continued to face the 
musicians, perhaps wondering where 
he had gone wrong. Why was there 
no applause from the audience?
 Finally, a singer approached 
one of  the greatest composers of  all 
time, turned him around, and let 
him see the wild, thundering ap-
plause raining down on him from 
the crowd.
 You see, by the time his Sym-
phony no. 9 in D Minor, op. 125, 
also known as the Choral Symphony, 
was premiered in 1824, Beethoven 
was profoundly deaf. He couldn’t 
hear the applause of  the people.
 Are you sometimes deaf  to the 
applause of  God? Sometimes we can 
be so focused on winning the ap-
proval of  others that we forget how 
very much God approves of  us.
 In Galatians 1:10, the apostle 
Paul addresses this very issue:
Am I now trying to win the approval of  
human beings, or of  God? Or am I trying 
to please people? If  I were still trying to 
please people, I would not be a servant of  
Christ.
 Paul had much to recommend 
about himself:
If  someone else thinks they have reasons to 
put confidence in the flesh, I have more: cir-
cumcised on the eighth day, of  the people of  
Israel, of  the tribe of  Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of  Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Phari-
see; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as 
for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 
Philippians 3:4-6
 But you know what Paul says 
next?
But whatever were gains to me I now 
consider loss for the sake of  Christ.  
Philippians 3:7

 What a burden it is to try to 
please everyone. Paul told the Cor-
inthians that he became all things 
to all people so he might save some 
(1 Corinthians 9:22), but his goal 
was not to make people like him; it 
was to proclaim the gospel in a way 
people could hear. When your goal 
is to be liked, it may feel good to 
please others, but when you fail to 
do so the next time, it can send you 
spiraling down.
 Paul wrote to the Thessalonians 
about this issue of  pleasing people as 
well.
We speak as those approved by God to 
be entrusted with the gospel. We are not 
trying to please people but God, who tests 
our hearts. You know we never used flat-
tery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up 
greed — God is our witness. We were not 
looking for praise from people, not from you 
or anyone else, even though as apostles of  
Christ we could have asserted our authority.  
1 Thessalonians 2:4-6
 So how do you listen to the ap-
proval you already have from God ? 
1 Corinthians 4:5 says,
Therefore judge nothing before the appointed 
time; wait until the Lord comes. He will 
bring to light what is hidden in darkness 
and will expose the motives of  the heart. At 
that time each will receive their praise from 
God.
 About this verse, missionary and 
Bible teacher Rick Renner wrote, 
“Paul used the word epainos to 
evoke a very strong image. By using 
this word, he let us know that a day 
is coming when we will give account 
for our lives. On that day, if  we have 
lived right before God and the mo-
tives behind our service were pure, 
we will receive praise from the Lord 
Himself. It will be as if  He rises to 
His feet to give a round of  applause 
and a standing ovation! In fact, 
Paul’s imagery is so strong that the 
verse could be loosely interpreted, 

“And at that time every man will 
have the applause of  God.”
 Picture that moment. You stand 
before the throne of  God and He 
looks over your life, all you’ve done, 
your motivations for doing them, 
your heart. And then He stands to 
his feet and begins to applaud you.  
 You hear the words
Well done, good and faithful servant. 
Matthew 25:21
 All you ever heard from the 
people in your life before this mo-
ment pales in comparison. All those 
times when you did something you 
really didn’t want to do, but you 
wanted the approval of  the person 
asking? Forgotten. Those times when 
you said something you didn’t really 
feel because you knew the person 
listening wanted to hear it? Gone.
Waking up in the morning wanting 
to be liked, accepted, and admired 
can be a fearsome burden, causing 
you to question everything you do 
and everything that’s true about you. 
But you are fearfully and wonderful-
ly made (Psalm 139:14); you sparkle 
like jewels (Zechariah 9:16); you are 
His treasured possession (Malachi 
3:17).
 Be still and listen to the applause 
of  your heavenly Father. When you 
focus on Him and live to please 
Him, you will find greater peace. 
Breathe in: I am God’s child.
Breathe out: I am fearfully and won-
derfully made. 

Release Who You  
Thought You Were 

God invites you to rest peacefully in 
the knowledge that He has called 
you and made you worthy. Take a 
deep breath. Don’t look anywhere 
else but to Him for your validation. 
Turn the eyes of  your heart toward 
Jesus and His great love for you.
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Breathe in: I am God’s child.
Breathe out: I am fearfully and won-
derfully made.
 Let your breathing grow deeper 
and slower as you hold those words 
close.
 I am God’s child.
 I am fearfully and wonderfully  
 made. 
 Think about the way you feel 
when someone praises you. Those 
words of  encouragement are a gift 
from God and should be enjoyed 
as such. But if  you rely on words of  
praise from others to feel valuable 
and appreciated, you are falling into 
a trap. Ask God to show you ways to 
break free of  the need to be praised.
If  you worried less about what other 
people thought of  you, how would 
that change the way you approach 
the work God has given you to do? 
If  He calls you to lead a Bible study 
and somebody thinks you should 
work in the nursery instead, do you 
succumb to their wishes, or continue 
doing what God asked you to do?
 Maybe you want to be a part 
of  a group at work or at school, but 
they are participating in activities 
you have decided you don’t want 
to participate in. Do you bow to 
the pressure to join in just so they 
will like you, or do you stick to your 
convictions and maybe experience 
rejection?
 Call to mind some areas of  your 
life where you have been seeking 
people’s approval. Offer those areas 
to God. It’s human nature to want to 
be accepted, but when you strive to 
please others, forgetting how much 
you are accepted by God, you live in 
fear of  rejection instead of  finding 
your peace in Christ.
 When you don’t hear applause 
from others, close your eyes and 
hear the applause of  God.
 Even when you are doing noth-
ing but resting, God approves of  

you. Let that truth sink deeply into 
your soul. Draw near to Him in 
prayer, and He will show you how 
He wants you to live.
 God, You made me and called me 
a good creation. And while I was still a 
sinner, you sent your Son, Jesus, to free me 
from my sin and reconcile me to you. You’ve 
called me your child and given me every 
spiritual blessing. When I’m feeling inse-
cure and look to others for approval, help 
me seek comfort in these truths. It’s so easy 
for me to want the applause of  people, but 
when I am commended by people, it might 
feel good in the moment, but it never seems 
to last. I’m just one decision away from 
doing something they disapprove of. It’s a 
roller coaster! Teach me to look to you for 
my sense of  worth and to embrace the truth 
that I am approved by You. It’s in the name 
of  Jesus that I pray, amen.

JOURNAL PROMPT: Write down 
the times when you typically find 
yourself  most tempted to seek the 
approval of  others. What do you 
think God would have you do in 
these situations?

Britannica, s.v. “Symphony No. 9 in D 
Minor, Op. 125,” last modified February 
21, 2019, https://www.britannica.com 
/topic/Symphony-No-9-in-D-Minor.
Rick Renner, “The Applause of God,” 
Renner.org, accessed August 10, 2021, 
https://renner.org/article/the-applause-of 
-god/, italics in original.
Excerpted with permission from Cast 
Your Cares: A 40-Day Journey to Find 
Rest for Your Soul copyright Carpenter’s 
Code, Inc.

Continued from page 6

Look! Hubble Spots  
a Space Caterpillar  

in the Carina Nebula
By Kiona Smith, Feb. 24, 2023

NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope 
recently captured this image of  an 
adorable little nebula who makes its 
home in the cloudscape of  the much 
larger Carina Nebula, about 7,500 
light years away from Earth.
 This “little” guy is a Bok glob-
ule. They are small clouds of  gas 
and dust, packed so densely that 
they block visible and ultraviolet 
light, which is why it looks so dark.
It’s just about two light years long, 
and it contains somewhere between 
10 and 20 times the mass of  our 
Sun. So what’s a space caterpillar 
made of ? Mostly molecular hy-
drogen (pairs of  hydrogen atoms 
bonded together), with a side order 
of  carbon dioxide, carbon monox-
ide, and helium. There’s also a tiny 
sprinkling of  silicate dust.
 And just like a real caterpillar 
will eventually metamorphose into 
a butterfly, this little Bok globule will 
eventually collapse under its own 
mass and form a star system, prob-
ably with two or more stars.

Excerps from: www.inverse.com/sci-
ence/look-hubble-spots-a-space-cater-
pillar-in-the-carina-nebula

The heavens declare  
the glory of God;  
the skies proclaim  
the work of his hands. 
  Psalm 19:1 niv

And surely  
I will be with 
you always,  
to the very end 
of the age.”
               Matthew 28:20

Submitted by Carole Missel
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Session Highlights -  
Meeting of  03/09/2023

Sharing Life, Spiritual Focus 
and Prayers for the Church: 
There has been a good response at 
LEPC for the “He Gets Us” Cam-
paign. We much appreciate our 
new worshippers at LEPC. Session 
prayed in thanksgiving for the bless-
ings received.
Financial Update for February 
2023: Operating Income: $3,547.00,  
Operating Expense: $3,597.67, 
Mission Income: $165.00, Mis-
sion Expenditures: $420.00. Other: 
Check from Bottsford Account to 
be invested in a CD. Treasurer to 
send in LEPC’s Per Member Asking 
to the Presbytery of  the Alleghenies 
and the new 1% giving income rate 
to General Assembly (EPC).
Pastor’s Report: Shut-in Com-
munion and visitation with Shirley 
Siniapkin this month.
Witness Report: Session approved 
the donation of  $25 to Our Daily 
Bread Ministries and requested 25 
Easter devotionals.
Food Pantry: Need to replenish the 
inventory. Special assistance given to  
residence of  the Argenna Trailer 
Park.

Missions: Session approved a 
donation of  $200 be sent to Samar-
itan’s Purse for earthquake relief  
efforts in Turkey.
Miscellaneous: Session spoke by 
phone with Marc de Jeu, D. Min., 
Church Health Coordinator/ 
Mission Mobilizer of  the POA. 
Encouragement received for HGU 
Campaign. Tentatively planning for 
a 4-Hour Workshop Presentation, by 
Zoom, from the POA Evangelistic 
Committee to provide tools to help 
with our Evangelistic Culture. Date 
of  the workshop TBD.
 Next Regular Session Meeting 
date is scheduled for April 13, 2023.

The Steeple Newsletter
is published monthly by the Leicester 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, for 
the purpose of  proclaiming that Jesus 
is Lord and that He is moving among 
his people here. Our intent is to keep 
the readers informed of  local events, 
provide information to stimulate and 
edify it’s readers, mixed with a touch of  
humor to lighten the day.
 For those who would like a printed 
version of  the church newsletters, we 
keep the last 2 months’ issues in the 
brochure rack, on the wall to your right, 
as you exit the sanctuary to Fellowship 
Hall.
Submission Deadline:
The 3rd Sunday of  the month.
Contact: 
Leo Richardson, Editor, 382-3153 or 
grichardson001@rochester.rr.com
Layout and Technical Advisor,  
Sharon Richardson

Staying Connected: If  anyone does 
not receive the Steeple Newsletter, 
participate in Prayer Chain Activations, 
receive church updates by e-mail, or has 
a change for the “Birthdays and An-
niversaries” and wants to be included, 
please contact Leo Richardson.

Leicester/Cuylerville  
Food Pantry at LEPC

The shelves are starting to look bare. 
If  you would like to help, donations 
would be appreciated. Items needed: 
Canned: soup, fruit, vegetables, meat, 
spaghetti sauce, and gravy. The pan-
try could also use peanut butter and 
jelly, cereal, crackers, and dry potato 
flakes. Through pantry funds, we 
have been buying milk, eggs, bread, 
butter, cheese, ground beef, apples 
and bananas. 
  You may place your food donations 
in the designated box to your right 
as you enter the church through the 
back entrance. Thank you. 
    Questions: Contact Carol Griffen  
    (cbgriffen@yahoo.com)

Our Mission
The EPC exists to carry out the

Great Commission of  Jesus
as a denomination of  Presbyterian, 

Reformed, Evangelical,
and Missional congregations.

Our Vision
To the glory of  God,

the EPC family aspires to embody
and proclaim Jesus’ love
as a global movement 

of  congregations engaged together 
in God’s mission through 

transformation, multiplication, 
and effective biblical leadership.

Our Motto
In Essentials: Unity.

In Non-Essentials: Liberty.
In All Things: Charity.

“He Gets Us” Update
 Presently we have 6 Responders 
going through some online training. 
When we are confident in our prepar- 
ation, we will activate our account 
and start getting inquiries from people 
who need encouragement. The train-
ing has been a challenge to put it  
mildly, but we are trying to forge 
ahead. This project, we feel, is de- 
signed more for the young and digi-
tally savvy when it comes to connect-
ing with those who need a listening 
ear (or in our case a comforting text 
message recipient). If  this works for 
LEPC, we know it is the LORD’s 
doing.
 We also discovered that anyone  
could be part of  this outreach through 
their prayer ministry only. This par-
ticipation would be in the form of   
praying for those who request prayers, 
or one could also respond with 
encouragement to those who request 
prayers. Please contact Leo Richard-
son for more information on being a 
Responder or one who just prays.
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EPC Promotes Evangelism

Learning and Teaching  
The 3 Circles

Three reasons EPC recommends the  
3 Circles approach to evangelism:

1. It provides a succinct and memorable 
way to explain the gospel within the 

God’s Design 
The Bible tells us that God has a design 
for our lives, and that He cares for every 
aspect of  our lives. That includes our 
choices, our finances, our relationships 
— everything. If  we live according to 
God’s design, then we can live under 
God’s blessing. The problem is that all 
of  us tend to depart from God’s design. 

Sin 
The Bible has a word for when we 
depart from God’s design—that word 
is “sin.” And when we sin—when we 
leave His design—we land in a place of  
brokenness. 

Brokenness 
We see brokenness all around us—just 
read today’s headlines. If  we’re honest, 
we also see it in our own lives. Empti-
ness, guilt, shame, regret. And we always 
try to fix it, don’t we? We try a different 
relationship, a different job, or maybe 
we try to be more religious. Whatever 
we do, we are trying to fix or escape the 
brokenness. But brokenness is not a bad 
thing. In fact, it helps us understand that 
we need change in our lives. The bad 
news is that the change we need cannot 
come from within ourselves. The good 
news is that the Bible tells us where the 
change we need comes from. 

The Gospel 
The change we need comes from what 
the Bible calls the gospel, which means 
“good news.” The gospel is the story of  
Jesus. Jesus is the son of  God, who came 
to earth and never departed from God’s 
design. The Bible says He lived a perfect 
life. But Jesus was crucified on the cross. 
The Bible says Jesus died on the cross 
“for the sins of  the world.” That in-
cludes mine and yours. When Jesus was 
on the cross, God put the sins of  the 
world—mine, yours, everyone who has 
ever lived or will ever live—on Jesus. 

And Jesus received the punishment 
for those sins, which the Bible says is 
death. After He died, He was buried 
but rose from the dead three days later. 
The Bible says Jesus was raised from 
the dead to prove that He was who He 
said He was—the son of  God who can 
forgive our sins because He paid the 
price for them. When He forgives sin, 
He heals the broken places in our lives. 

Repent and Believe 
But just hearing it is not enough. We 
must act on it by admitting our sinful 
brokenness. We must ask God to forgive 
us. We do this by turning away from 
sin and trusting in Jesus. This is what 
it means to repent and believe. Repent 
means to change our mind; change our 

direction. By believing in the gospel 
story that Jesus was crucified for our sins 
and was raised from the dead. When 
we believe, we receive new life through 
Jesus. The Bible says that when we 
repent and believe, God will come into 
our lives, forgive our sins, and begin to 
heal our inner brokenness. 

Recover and Pursue 
When we repent and believe, God gives 
us opportunity to recover and pursue 
His design for our lives. The best part 
is that He lets us do that from wherever 
we are. There’s no need to go back and 
fix anything. It’s not necessary to “get 
better first.” We can start recovering and 
pursuing that perfect design from where  
we are right now.

framework of  the big idea of  the Bible 
(Creation – Fall – Redemption).

2. It is simple, adaptable, and flexible. 
Believers are finding all sorts of  creative 
ways to use this tool, adding in their 
own twists, emphases, and adaptations.

3. It is an approach that is bearing  
much Kingdom fruit. Increasingly,  
believers around the world are finding 
the 3 Circles to be an effective way to 
share the gospel and invite people to re-
pent, believe, and surrender all to Jesus.

https://vimeo.com/227782208
The Three Circles Presentation

TIF
Transition a conversation into a  
Gospel conversation (ways and  
techniques)
Invitation to accept this free gift  
(Repent & Believe)
Follow up with seeking to grow as a 
new believer (i.e. Bible, Study, Pray, 
Church, Fellowship)



Everyone is Welcome!
Sunday morning Worship
9:15 - 9:30  Prayer and Share
9:40 - 10:20  Berean Adult/Teen  
 Sunday School class
10:30 - 11:30  Traditional worship  
 (Hymnals/piano)
Communion - 1st Sunday of the   
 month
Dish-to-Pass Luncheon - 
 2nd Sunday of the  
 month after church

Leicester EPC
161 Main Street
P.O. Box 202
Leicester, NY 14481

On the Lighter Side...

EPConnection
EPConnection is the news and information 
service of  the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 
a denomination of  Presbyterian, Reformed, 
Evangelical, and Missional congregations. To 
the glory of  God, the EPC family aspires to be 
a global movement of  congregations engaged 
together in God’s mission through transforma-
tion, multiplication, and effective biblical lead-
ership, embodying Jesus’ love to our neighbors 
near and far.

                           To subscribe go to:  
                              https://epconnection.org


